Neoregelia ‘Phyllis’ and Neoregelia ‘Red Gold’

in Australia

Robert Sherlock Smythe has been at it again. Though my initials are RSS the middle name really isn’t Sherlock. Sorry not telling. If you have plants with either of the above names on the tags you should read this article as there is a lot of confusion out there. This little project started with a mystery plant and has involved about 150 growers throughout the world. What has come out of my investigations is that there really is confusion. This short article should clear this up. I asked correspondents to send me photos of these plants in their collections. As you will see from the photos below the two plant names have become very much entwined. I have sorted the photographs out. The first group is all N. ‘Red Gold’. Grown in full sun this is one of the most stunning Neos. that you are ever likely to grow. The brightly coloured ones are grown this way. I have also shown the FCBS photo which is a poor photo of the same plant. This will be updated soon.

The second group of photos is what I will call N. Phyllis OT (Other Type). The real ‘Phyllis’ as shown on the FCBS has been reported possibly by only one grower. Is it still in the Ipswich area or anywhere else?  The OT plants are turning up from all over Queensland and NSW. Unfortunately in my area a lot of Phyllis OT  carry the name N. ‘Red Gold’. Hence more confusion. The photos below will quickly sort this conflict out for you.

 I have written to the registrar to see what he can do with regards to having these two different plants with the same name. Since OT  is so widely spread and a confirmed N. ‘Phyllis’ is AWOL (so far), I have suggested he just add this photo to the ‘Phyllis’ file maybe with OT after the name. The other option is to have it separate with the same name. That is what he did with N. ‘Bronze’. Here two differing plants having the same name, were widely distributed but only one was registered. Later the second was submitted for registration. On the other hand when Neo. ‘Kathleen’ was registered and we all had a N. ‘Kathleen’ that differed from the registered one we all had to change our plants names. I will send this to him to get his comments(in brackets below).

[I am always loth to introduce a new name for a plant that has been  wrongly identified or the label mislaid because you are adding a further dimension to cultivar identity so when Robert Sherlock comes up with these sorts of problems he knows the Dr Watsons of this world will be asking curly questions. The ‘Kathleen’ problem mentioned by Rob above, has never had an article written about it but is an interesting case study. In 2000 Margaret was growing a ‘Kathleen’ AND a ‘Golden King’ and both looked very similar if not identical. Referral to the Cultivar Register revealed that ‘Kathleen’ was there, described as a dark red plant with no variegations, and here we had a variegated plant. ‘Golden King’ had not been registered so in consultation with Olive Trevor we decided to register ‘Golden King’ for our variegated plant. In 2004 we found a reference to a Yellow King’ which had been registered and could well be the same as ‘Golden King’ but was unproven. ]

I have divided the photos into three groups.

Group #1 are, I believe, all N. ‘Red Gold’ .

Group #2 are, I believe, all N. ‘Phyllis OT’ or what ever it is to be called.

Group #3 is of the real N. ‘Phyllis’ plus the one sent in that under the right growing conditions may turn out to be N. ‘Phyllis’. 

 Reasons for : Non translucent leaves, colour, Tips recurved backwards.

Reasons against : No bars and non black barbs. These may appear in the cooler months. A plant with similarly coloured bars namely N. ‘Lilac Dreams’ does just this up here in the tropics. This photo comes from Cairns.

Rob Smythe MSc 7/2008

Further information obtained 12/2008

Apparently in the 1990’s Olive Trevor obtained a plant from Phyllis Hobbs , parents unknown, which she liked  and called it ‘Phyllis’ this plant has been widely distributed in Queensland by The Olive Branch. We have no worries that the name ‘Phyllis’ will remain on these labels although we do suggest it be changed to ‘Phyllis OT’. Any enquiry made to the Cultivar data base using ‘Phyllis’ will give reference to both plants and thus a link to this article, and the differences.  

